United Nations Move Further on East Timor

The last resolution passed on

East Timor by the General Assem-
bly of the United Nations was in
1982. That resolution was passed
on the 4th November, with a margin
of 50 to 46, and 50 abstentions. It
was. a result of lengthy corridor
negotiations led by the former
Portuguese colonies and Timorese
diplomats. That resolution charged
the UN Secretary-General to use
his good offices to initiate discus-
sions "with all parties directly con-
cerned" and to report the outcome
to the General Assembly.

Since than, Mr Perez de Cuellar,
the predecessor of Dr Boutros-
Ghali, tried what he could to bring,
at least, the governments of Indone-
sia and Portugal to the negotiation
table in order to find that sought
solution. In the early stage, the In-
donesian government used every
possible cards to abort these nego-
tiations. The most common argu-
ment were: the resistance was noth-
ing but a bunch of bandits, that
Portugal abandoned East Timor and
the Timorese ‘chose’’ to be inde-
pendent through integration into In-
donesia. And Indonesia used Aus-
tralian governments to lay credibil-
ity to these arguments. This
marriage between Australian and
Indonesian governments using East
Timor as the ‘‘wedding ring”” was

stamped with the signing of the
Timor Gap Treaty.

However, the campaign devel-
oped by the Timorese activists and
the solidarity movement did not
allow the Indonesians to get away
with their crimes. Intensive human
rights campaign forced the Indone-
sian government's supporters to ad-
vise them to open up East Timor so
that what they say can be testified
as the truth. In January 1989,
Suharto passed a decree to open up
East Timor and release it from the
classification of special security
zone. The opening up was not
extended to all the 13 districts.
Only seven districts, mostly in the
western side of East Timor were

““opened’’ for tourists. Many political
tourists - touse indonesian terminology
-flew to East Timor to search for truth.
They found out that they were not free to
travel. INTEL - Indonesian intelligence
- kept on following them making it
difficult to speak to the Timorese freely.
Nevertheless, theClandestine Network
of'the Timorese Resistance was able to
get the message across and the solidar-
ity movement in co-ordination with the
Timorese activists managed to force
Jakartainto acorner. Direct testimony
by hundreds of Timorese who managed
to get out from East Timor, reinforced
the human rights abuse claims forcing
Indonesia to adopt dangerous tactics.

One of the most dangerous tactics
was the acceptance of a visit to
East Timor by a Portuguese Parlia-
mentary Delegation, which was to
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mentary Delegation, which was to take place on the 4th
of November 1991, a week before the massacre of Sta
Cruz. The tension generated by this aborted visit led
to the massacre of Sta Cruz and the current circum-
stances which the Indonesian government finds it so
difficult to supplant. An effective leadership of the
Timorese National Resistance architected and nur-
tured by Xanana Gusmao, combined with a slow but
steady increase in support for East Timor worldwide,
has been able to defeat the millions of dollars and
hundreds of thousands of Indonesian troops.

The success for East Timor is translated now into the
acceptance by the UN that a complete focus on
demilitarisation of East Timor is the only way to
reduce the abuse of human rights. The Secretary-
General of UN, Dr Boutros-Ghali, in his recent report
to the General Assembly of the UN on the question of
East Timor, he stated that improvement in human rights
is sine qua non to finding a solution for East Timor.
Such statement has defined the road to what Ali Alatas
himself said “‘a just, comprehensive and internation-
ally accepted solution for East Timor”. m
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United Nations:
Secretary-General
Report dismisses
Indonesian claims

¢
X

The Secretary-General of UN, Dr Boutros-Ghali,
presented his report to the UNCHR, in its fiftieth
session, late Februaty. The report consists of ‘‘an
analytical compilation of all information received
from, among others, Governments and inter-govern-
mental and non-governmental groups organisations.”’

The resolution 1993/97, passed in the forty-ninth
session of the UNCHR entitled *‘Situation in East
Timor™’, requested the Secretary-General to present a
comprehensive report on the question of East Timor.
This was an approach adopted by NGO’s in an
attempt to give the Secretary-General some breeding-
space to publish the reports presented to him by his
special envoys, namely Mr Amos Wako who went to
East Timor twice with the official diplomatic title of
““personal envoy’’, once soon after the massacre of Sta.
Cruz, andlater during the trial of Xanana Gusmao by the In-
donesian kangaroo court in Dili. His reports were

believed to be damaging to Indonesian occupation of
East Timor. Therefore, if the Secretary-General was
to publish it without being requested, it would be seen
by Jakarta as playing politics favouring the Timorese
camp. The content of this report justifies the expecta-
tions expressed in the past by several NGO’s, includ-
ing the London-based TAPOL and Sydney-based
ETRA.

Regarding the trial of Xanana, the report stressed that
it was curious to note ‘‘how the access (to East Timor)
was facilitated at the beginning of the trial (of Xanana
Gusmao) and how it was obstructed in its final phase,
when Xanana Gusmao had given clear signals that he
was going to denounce the political manipulation of
the entire trial (...).

"access to East Timor
remain in fact restricted"”

Continuing on the question of access to East Timor,
the report said that “‘access to East Timor remained in
fact restricted (Indonesia continues for instance to
reject access to the territory by Amnesty Interna-
tional), making it almost impossible the effective
monitoring of human rights. Access to foreign jour-
nalists was tightly circunscribed (...). Delegations
Jfrom the European Parliament, the United States
Congress and the Australian Parliament were re-
Jfused authorisation to visit East Timor."’

These statements have serious implications in terms
of the status of East Timor in the UN. East Timor is
classified as a non-selfgoverning territory and is
registered in the UN Decolonisation Committee. Al-
though Portugal is juridically the legal Administrative
Power, Indonesia exerts a de facto control over the
territory. In pratice, UN has been treating Indonesia as
the de facto coloniser and East Timor as the colony.

According to international law, the colonial power
must report to the Secretary-General of UN the situa-
tion of the colony. Indonesia has been trying to escape
this responsibility by classifying East Timor as part of
Indonesia. (cont. pg.3)
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UN refuses to recognise this illegal act. By asserting
that access to East Timor remained in fact restricted is
a statement which can have broader implication in the
way UN deals with Indonesia in the question of East
Timor.

Claims often made by the Indoensian and Australian
governments that the trial was open to the international
scrutiny has certainly been fully dismissed by this
report.

Copies of the report can be obtained from the
East Timor Information & Documentation Centre

® Police officer charged - a Timorese police
officer was charged and sentenced for 18 months
imprisonment for giving sanctuary to Xanana
Gusmao before he was captured. Augusto
Pereira, a police officer working for Indonesia
was the latest Timorese to be given a sentence
as a result of Xanana's capture.

According to Jakarta Post, the sentence was six
months shorter than that demanded by the pros-
ecutor because the judge took into account the
dedication of Augusto to the police service.

° Indonesian Human Rights group appeals for
sanction against Indonesia - INFIGHT, a Ja-
karta-based Indonesian Human Rights group,

N\ appealed to Swedish Parliament to "relate its
economic aid to human rights and democratisa-
tion in Indonesia". In that sense, INFIGHT asked
the Swedish Parliament to postpone economic
aid to Indonesia until Indonesia ractifies all
principles of the Universal Declaration on Huma-

an rights into the existing legislation in the
Indonesian political system.

Timorese priest tortured: a Timorese priest
called Sancho Amaral based in Lospalos was
arrestedamd tortured by the Indonesian mili-
tary. He later was forced to sign a statement that
he was well treated. His arrest was connected
to the expected visit to East Timor by Bishop
Hilton Deaken. On the 21 February last, another
priest , Father Domingos Soares was arrested
for interrogation. His arrest was connected to
the launch of John Pilger's film.

Catholic Bishop defendsthe Timorese: a Mel-
bourne-based bishop, Bishop Hilton Deaken,

denounced Marcus Wanandi, the Indone-
sian priest who gave an interview to the ABC
journalist who visited East Timor as part of a
Foreign Correspondent guided tour. In his
interview Marcus Wanandi claimed to be the
witness of a "no second massacre", and that he
was the witness of a 19-dead-only massacre of
November 12 1991.

Bishop Deaken said, Wanandi told him during
his last visit to East Timor that he was wasting
his time talking with the Timorese because
"they have just come out of the trees". m

- 
|- wsiting for pe

EAST TIMOR:
To Resist is to Win

February '94
Ano 1. Vol . 1 no. 10



EDITORIAL

Western hypocrysy? Yes.But, can Pilger’s film change anything?

The newly released film by the Australian journalist
John Pilger, film director David Munroe and camera-
man Max Stahl, ‘‘Death of a Nation: The Timor
Conspiracy”’ is certain to force the Indonesian govern-
ment to refine new ways to hide their crimes committed
against the people of East Timor over the last 18 years.
The tag of ““Fretilin propaganda™ or GPKs, or even
““desappeared people “““ is no longer accepted in the
UN as a valid argument. ~ Since the November 12
1991massacre, killing and, therefore, demilitarisation
are the main focus.

One important element exposed by the Pilger’s film

is one of a conspiracy between the Indonesian govern-
ment and the governments of Australia, USA and UK.
Conspiracy in the sense that in spite of all the detailed
information made available to these governments, their
leaders have been pretending that they know nothing
about the killings in East Timor. Pilger exposed this
conspiracy in a way which leaves very little room for
the Indonesian government and its western friends to
escape their own respective responsibilities. He went
to East Timor, filmed in the Baucau Flamboyant Hotel
which is famous as a torture centre, set on a bed there
and read an excerpt of a torture manual of the indonesian
military; he went to Taci Tolu in the outskirts of Dili,
also famous as a burial ground for many Timorese
killed either in the torture or indiscriminately as a result
of protests, and read a letter of a priest describing the
genocidal process in East Timor. He filmed Kraras, a
village where the population of four hundred people
was wiped out by the Indonesian military for suspi-
cion of their link with the guerillas; the village of wid-
ows was also filmed. These two elements epitomise
the process of genocide in East Timor.

To furhter expose the western hypocrisy, Pilger
interviewed a CIA senior officer formerly posted in
Jakarta. This CIA officer spoke about how much
former US Secretary of State Henry Kissinger and
former President Gerald Ford were involved in the
Indonesian plan to take over East Timor. Some of his
final words were moving. He said that the ego of
Kissinger and Suharto got on the way of East Timor

freedom to - leave the way they want: why don’t they

leave this people alone?

From Australia, Pilger managed to create an indirect
debate between two arch rivals on the issue of East
Timor. James Dunn, former Australian consul for East
Timor and author of the book ‘‘Timor: A People
Betrayed’’, and Richard Woolcot, former Australian
ambassador to Indonesia and defender of Indonesian/
Australian policy on East Timor. It was clear that
Woolcot did not know how to defend his arguments.
Richard Woolcot is known to be a defender that the

- 200.000 people died in East Timor as a result of the

Indonesian invasion and consequent occupation is a
fabrication of Fretilin and anti-indonesian “‘racists”’.
Janes Dunn, on the other hand, proved that the popula-
tion of East Timor was about 688 thousand before the
indonesian invasion, with a rate of increase of 2% per
year. After that, the indonesian census suggested that
the population in 1989, is about 650 thousand only.
That means a loss of population which, in proportional
terms, is even greater then Kampuchea under the
Khmer Rouge.

The sale of arms by UK to Indonesia was high in
Pilger’s film. The film managed to show clearly how
sickening the hypocrisy of the west can get to. The sale
of Hawks acroplanes with the tag of *“training’” aircraft
but, nevertheless, there was a common knowledge that
the aircrafts are adaptable and can be turn into a very
effective aircraft for bombardments. And, of course,
witnesses testify that the aircrafts were used in East
Timor, especially in the period of 1978, when Mount
Matebian was bombed for weeks, creating starvation
and death like the Timorese never experienced before.

Having said all these, what can this film do to change
the situation?

One must look at this film in the context of all the
material already available and all the work being done
in this past 18 years; this film is a synthesis of a
genocide which all these work has been depicting but
never once was taken as ““fact’’ by the western powers.
Will it happen now? If one want to be optimistic, one
can say that the film which was seen in the Human
Rights Commission in its second working day, com-
bined with eye witnesses, with the damaging 25 pages
report produced by the Secretary-General of the UN,
Dr Boutros-Ghali, will produce in that forum a very
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SUPLEMENTO

A Sintese de um genocido

A comunidade Timorense em Sydney teve a

oportunidade de ver (antes de ser langado ao
publico) o filme "Death of a Nation: the Timor
Conspiracy", feito pelo jornalista Australiano
John Pilger, pelo Director de filmes, David
Munro e pelo cineasta Max Stahl. John Pilger €
um jornalista de fama mundial. O seu nome
destacou-se com a dentincia dos crimes de Khmer
Rouge de Pol Pot e outros livros por ele escritos.
Os seus documentdrios sempre provocaram
conflitos com as forgas politicas porque ele tenta
provar os seus argumentos, ultrapassando o
espaco jornalistico de simples reportagem.

Embora sé com trés dias de antecedencia para
a mobilizagao, a equipa de trabalho de ETRA
conseguiu fazer chegar a mensagem da projecgao
do filme para a comunidade, usando panfletos,
anuncio no programa de radio de lingua
portuguesa (SBS), telefonemas e,dentro do
possivel, transmissao pessoal.

"Um dos pontos real¢ado no filme
€ a acusacgao de um segundo
massacre apos o massacre de

12 de Novembro de 1991"'

"Death of a Nation: The Timor Conspiracy" jd
estd a criar polémica nos circulos dos governos
de Australia e Indonesia, proporcionando um
renovado debate sobre a questdo do genocidio
perpetrado pelo governo Indonesio contra o povo
de Timor Leste. Um dos pontos realgado no filme
€ a acusagdo de um segundo massacre apos O
massacre de 12 de Novembro de 1991. Esta
acusagdo, embora nao seja nova no seu todo, e
bem reforgada com testemunhos oculares e
filmagens bem detalhadas de um processo que
pode conduzir o piblico a admitir que tudo € bem
possivel. Este filme ndo € como outros tantos ja
feitos. [:I, sim, uma sintese de tudo quanto ja foi

argumentado nos outros filmes; o componente
novo proporcionado por este filme estd no facto
de John Pilger e a sua corajosa equipa ter
conseguido suplantar enormes dificuldades para
apresentar a sua tese de um modo a reduzir a
possibilidade de manobra Indonesia a0 minimo
possivel. Ao enveredar por este caminho, John
Pilger fé-lo ciente do poder de manobra dos
governos da Indonesia e dos seus aliados
ocidentais; suplantar medida em que a hipocrisia
ocidental estd também na cadeira dos reus.

""Leu no hotel Flamboyant de Baucau
sentado numa cama, parte de um
manual de torturas publicado
pelos servigos secretos da Indonesia"

E conseguiu. Foi até Timor Leste. Leu no hotel
Flamboyant de Baucau, sentado numa cama, parte
de um manual de torturas publicado pelos servigos
secretos da Indonesia. Hotel Flamboyant de
Baucau € temido pelos Timorenses por ter sido
transformado num centro de torturas.

Pilger foi também 4 Taci Tolu, nos arredores de
Dili. Em Taci Tolu leu uma carta escrita por um
padre ao seu amigo no exterior, descrevendo os
detalhes dos bombardeamentos aéreos e
denunciando o processo de genocidio em Timor
Leste. Taci Tolu é também conhecido como um
local de mortos; muitos mortos teriam sido
atirados para Taci Tolu transformando a cor das
dguas, € muitos mortos resultado de torturas ou
de assassinatos indiscriminados foram af
enterrados sem conhecimento dos seus proprios
familiares.

Um dos pontos fulcrais deste filme foi a
filmagem de Krards e da vila das vidvas. Na
filmagem de Krards, Pilger entrevistou um
testemunho ocular. Um Timorense corajoso que
possibilitou ao Pilger uma imagem real do
genocidio cujo tema, afinal, E o foco dos
argumentos que ele teria abordar no produto fi-
nal, levando-o a escolher o titulo desafiante
"Death of a Nation: The Timor Conspiracy”. Em
Krards, disse Pilger, uma populagdo de 400
pessoas foram exterminadas pela Indonesia. E,
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conehecida por vila de vidvas, vivem
presentemente as mulheres cujos maridos foram
também exterminados. Este dois elementos

criminosos representam o testemunho indiscutivel

do genocidio em curso em Timor Leste.

Entrevistas concedias por alguns Timorenses no
exilio complementam este triste cendrio: provas
de bombardeamentos indiscriminadas das areas
de Matebian, exemplos de torturas € monopolio
financeiro de Timor Leste pelas autoridades da
ocupagdo Indonesia. A transmigragdo de
Indonesios para povoar Timor Leste componente
do genocidio foi também um fenémeno abordado
no filme, embora ndo com a devida agressividade
que tal assunto merece.

"Pilger conseguiu incluir dados
indiscutiveis para provar
o conluio que, muito embora
sobejamente publicado, nunca
foi apresentado com
tamanha forga politica"

Quanto 4 conspiragdo ocidental, nomeadamente
dos governos de Australia, dos Estados Unidos
da America e da Inglaterra, Pilger conseguiu
incluir dados indiscutiveis para provar o conluio
que, muito embora sobejamente publicado, nunca
foi apresentado com tamanha forga politica. Um
agente senior da CIA (Central Intelligence
Agency) falou abertamente do conluio Norte
Americano. No dia 5 de Dezembro de 1975, o
entdo Presidente Gerard Ford e o seu Secretario
de Estado Henry Kissinger encontravam-se em
Jakarta. A presenga deles em Jakarta foi para dar
luz verde a Suharto para poder invadir Timor
Leste e ocupd-la. Mas, como James Dunn depois
mencionou, o erro foi terem acreditado que a In-
donesia poderia engolir Timor Leste sem grandes
problemas. As palavras finais deste agente da CIA
foram comoventes. Ele falou do ego de Kissinger
e de Suharto se terem interferido no futuro do
povo de Timor Leste; e interrogou: porque nao
deixam este povo em paz, para poderem viver
um futuro como eles querem?

Quanto a Australia, Pilger conseguiu trazer para
o filme dois grandes rivais Australianos no que
concerne ao assunto de Timor Leste. James Dunn,
o ex-consul de Australia para Timor Leste e autor
do livro "Timor: a people betrayed"”, e Richard
Woolcot, ex-embaixador de Australia para Jakarta
e defensor da tese de que os 200,000 Timorenses
mortos nio passa de propaganda da Fretilin e dos
"racistas" anti-indonesios. No filme notou-se
claramente a falta de convicgdo de Woolcot,
contrastando com um confiante James Dunn. Este
provou que o genocidio € real mesmo querendo
usar a estatistica Indonesia. Por exemplo, disse
James Dunn, antes da invasdo Indonesia a
estatistica da populacao de Timor Leste era de
688,000, com um crescimento anual de 2%.
Mesmo admitindo que este crescimento fosse
mantido, hoje a populagdo de Timor Leste deveria
ser a volta de um milhdo de pessoas; mas, a
estatistica Indonesia declara que a presente
populagdo de Timor Leste € de apenas 650,000
pessoas. Tal lacuna prova que estd a decorrer um
genocidio real em Timor Leste cuja magnitude
transcende aquela registada em Cambodia durante
o regime de Khmer Rouge.

Pilger conseguiu, assim, demonstrar a hipocrisia
dos governos ocidentais. A questio que se levanta
seria até que ponto € que este filme pode ajudar a
galvanizar uma solugdo para Timor Leste? O
filme ird de certeza provocar um debate muito
mais sério ainda sobre Timor Leste. Uma
combinagdo de factores tais como o relatério do
Secretdrio-Geral da ONU apresentado
recentemente 4 Comissdo da UNO para os
Direitos Humanos, outros relatérios produzidos
por testemunhos oculares € NGO's bem como
uma acgdo coesa de CNRM avangando com o
plano de paz ji altemente divulgado, poderd
catalizar uma solugdo. Que magnitude tal solugao
se revesterd, seria um ponto que sé o tempo poderd
responder.
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powerful reaction condemning the Indonesian occupa-
tion of East Timor. A sceptic would argue that, even
if this is to be true, Indonesia can always get away with
it by keeping on with hollow arguments to buy time and
hope that the pressure will fade away.

However, if one looks at the facts since the massacre
of November 12, 1991, the Timorese camp has been
successful in forcing Indonesian government to enter
into real concessions. For example, last year, Jakarta
was forced to sign an agreement whereby it will be
forced to allow NGO’s and Human Rights groups to
enter East Timor to study the situation. It is true that
this has not been implemented. The truth of the matter
is that, provided that the Human Rights agencies enter
East Timor freely, the truth that will come out after that
will be impossible for Indonesia to sustain, no matter
how many millions of dollars and how many hundreds
of thousands of red berets Jakarta has; if Pilger’s film
“‘Death of a Nation: the Timor Conspiracy’’ can
catalyse that, a historical victory has already been
achicved by the people of East Timor, because...the
next step will be easier! m

International Human
Rights Competition

Congratulations to Greg Jones, a Sydney Barris-
ter who was selected to participate in the Inter-
national Human Rights Competition to be held
on March 20 1994, in Caen, France. It is run by
the city of Caen under the authority of Senator
Mayor, Jean-Marie Girault,founder and presi-
dent of the Memorial Museum in collaboration
with the Caen Bar Association.

This competition is on its Sth year. Twelve
lawyers will have the opportunity to present a
summary of plea on behalf of their chosen
subject. Greg Jones will present his summary on
behalf of Xanana Gusmao and East Timor at the
competition.

Our best wishes and good luck in the competi-
tion. Your effort will once again bring Xanana
Gusmao and East Timor in international forum!
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East
Timor
Relief

Association

ETRA INC

a brief activity report

On 19 February last, ETRA brought the film of John
Pilger ““Death of a Nation: the Timor Conspiracy’’ to
the Timorese community inNSW. Thehall of Bonnyrigg
Primary School was rented for that purpose. About
200 members of the community attended the two hour
session, including half an hour TV news clips covering
the last five days main news coverage.

Food and drinks were made available in the bar, an
information desk was set up to make the latest informa-
tion available to the community, and all adults (over
16 years of age) were asked to contribute with $4 to
cover the costs ( eg. renting of the film projector and
screen, renting of the hall and other general expenses).
The community responded very well to the organisa-
tional needs. After the event was successfully carried,
it was reported that all the costs incurred from this
important activity were covered with the money ob-
tained from the entrance and the bar; a profit of
$199.40 was recorded plus $29.50 donations for the
information desk.

A report was written in Portuguese for ETRA’s
members in NSW detailing these activities and some
other brief news obtained from the electronic media. A
copy of this report can be obtained from ETRA’s office
in Parramatta. '

Opening of the exhibition at Bondi Pavillion
Justice Elizabeth Evatt, Gabi Hollows
Agio Pereira and the organisers

Photographic exhibition: a major activity to be
noticed is the current photographic exhibition in Bondi
Pavilion promoted by Oliver Strewe and CAA (Com-
munity Aid Abroad.). Agio Pereira, Justice Elizabeth
Evatt and Gabi Hollows were the guests speakers who
opened the exhibition last Tuesday, 22 February. As
reported in previous issues of Matebian News, this
photographic exhibition covers unique events from
1942 t0 1992. It will be on (in Bondi Pavilion, Bondi)
for two weeks as from the 22 February. Don’t miss it!!!

Two major documents: the UN Secretary-Gener-
al’s report on the question of East Timor has been
released. It is a very important document for East
Timor because it includes summaries of reports pre-
sented to the S-G by his special envoys, namely, the
Special Envoy Amos Wako and Francesco Vandrel.
Amos Wako went to East Timor twice; the first time
was soon after the massacre of Sta Cruz (Nov 12,
1991) and the second time during the fake trial of
Xanana Gusmao. Amos Wako’s report was never
made public by the S-G Dr Amos Wako for fear of
being accused of playing politics favouring the East
Timor camp. However, in the 1993 session of the
UNCHR, a resolution was passed calling the S-G to
table a report in this year’s UNCHR session on the
question of East Timor. This is why this report is now
made available to the public. It has 25 pages and it
accuses the Indonesian government of neglecting the
calls by the UN to improve Human Rights in East
Timor.

Another important document is the health report
published by the magazine ‘Medicine and War: Inter-
national Concerns on War and Other Social Violence’ %
Vol. 9, April-June 1993. It contains 7 pages. The
author, Helda Burgel, inspected many graves and
concluded that the number of graves seen is impres-
sive, and judging from the dates, the majority of the
people died within a period of 15 years. She also said
that, after visited quite a few places, it was clear that
health conditions of the Timorese is poor indeed, and
that the measures taken so far by the Indonesian
government have not been translated into an improve-
ment in the cycle of poverty in East Timor. m
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Fundraising Campaign for East Timor students:

let's open another door

East Timor Relief Association Inc. (ETRA) has
launched a fundraising campaign to support Timorese
students in Indonesia. Many students of East Timor
currently studying in Indonesia have been under great
stress due to insufficient financial support. Their own
families can not support them because of their own
difficulties back home. Recently, the Indonesian
government created a decree which effectively cut the
scholarship of many Timorese students currently based
in Indonesia. New ones may have received scholar-
ships but the unofficial conditions attached to these
scholarships literally mean buying off their freedom to
express their political opinions. Because most of these
students come from families with an already tremen-
dous financial stress in East Timor, bowing to these
conditions may be seen as a ““minor’” price to pay.

The main underline factor influencing that decision to
cut the scholarships is political, although some stu-
dents may have ignored their program simply because
they have decided to try to escape the repression,
rather then trying to continuously co-exist with it; the
Timorese students in Indonesia are also well known as
as very effective in their lobbying work within the
Jakarta-based diplomatic bodies and foreign journal-
ists. They have been the bridge which the Resistance
in East Timor reach the outside world. As a result, they
are constantly under the microscope of the Indonesian
intelligence, living in a permanent politically threaten-
ing situation.

‘i i

An effective support given to these students and other
potential candidates for further studies in Indonesia is
apriority of ETRA; it is within this humanitarian scope
that ETRA is now working on this fundraising. This is,
of course, not exclusive to ETRA. Other organisations
with similar aims and objectives can also start their
campaign wherever it is effective and send the money
to the Timorese competent bodies to be used. ETRA
will be pleased to assist in whatever way 1s necessary.

The starting point for this campaign was, as expected,
within the Timorese community. The community in
NSW was mobilised for a fundraising evening on the
26 of February last. More than 300 people turned up to
support this patriotic move. The evening was pleas-
ant, communicative, and informative.

" Aspects of the fundraisfﬁg night:
The bar (top), the crowd (bottom),
_ Paying the entrance free (below)

An information desk was set up to give the latest
information on East Timor to those who want some
information. The latest 25-pages report by the Secre-
tary-General of the UN, Dr. Boutros-Ghali to the :
UNCHR, the 7-pages Health Report on East Timor by
Helda Buergel, selected articles written about the
latest film on East Timor by John Pilger, ETRA’s
information booklets, cards for Xanana Gusmao and
the S-G of the UN, etc. were distributed. Books, tapes
and badges were also available for sale.

The evening was enriched by the sound of the Timorese
band “‘Timor Oan/Reggae Temptation; a well known
band which blend the music of East Timor with the
traditional tune of reggae, producing an unique sound
clearly enjoyed by the participants. The evening was
completed only by 4:00 AM of the following day. How
much money was raised will be published by ETRA
and copies will be made available to the general
community.

More fundraising will be promoted; any financial
support from individuals and organisations will be
welcome. m
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WEHAT’S ON

DEATH OF A NATION

The Timor Conspiracy
by John Pilger & David Munro

launch by
John Pilger

Mandolin Cinema: 6pm 10 March ‘94
150 Elizabeth Street, Sydney
ph: 267 1968

Valhalla Cinema: 7.30pm, 10 March ‘94
Glebe Point Road, Glebe
ph: 660 8050

SieEsTs Y

Community Aid Abr

Merged with Freedom From Hunger
ACN 055 208 636 (CC 29173)

oad
presents

East Timor
1942 - 1992

A Retrospective Photographic Exhibiti
e 7 = A

on

photo: Elaine e, 1974

Curated by Oliver Strewe & Jenny Groves

Bondi Pavilion Gallery

Queen Elizabeth Drive, Bondi Beach

Monday 21 February - Sunday 6 March 1994
Opening hours: 10 am - 5 pm

Seven days per week

RESOURCES
AVAILABLE

Just Reading No.2.
THE CHURCH AND EAST TIMOR

A collection of documents by
National and International Catholic
Church Agencies
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Catholic Commssion for Justice. Development and Peace
(Melbourne Archdiocese)

Copies can be obtained from:

CISET

C/- UNIYA 24 Roslyn Street
KING’S CROSS NSW 2011

You can help East Timor
by becoming a member of
ETRA. For further information
please contact:
PH: (02) 891 58 61 fax 891 2876

m: 8
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